The LARS Fox Hunt of Saturday 20 Sept. 2007
By Jim Russell N4ICU

A.K.A. “the Intermittent Fox”


I started charging the battery packs on Thursday night, but that didn’t get finished until Saturday morning. All that charging didn’t work well in the actual FOX Hunt, though.
The day started before daylight, nice and cool, very pleasant!  62 degrees, partially cloudy with light wind. 

On to London, going to Hardee’s to get with Stanley and Virginia for breakfast.  Afterwards Stanley, KD4ERF, took Virginia home and I took off down the road.  I parked beside a Macedonia Church, then watched Stanley drive by.  Talked with him, and then went to the other Macedonia farther down the road.  Fox was set up behind a large tree to block the view from the road.
At 10:00 AM the FOX was hooked up and didn’t work!  Had to get meter and found that the 9 volt battery clip wasn’t passing current although the wires were tight in it! That’s why I carry some jumpers with alligator clips. 
The hunt began seven minutes later as the Icom IC-2AT with the FOX controller running to a gain type BNC antenna at ground level and a 6 mAH Gel-Cell.
With the FOX to barking but Peter, KJ4ND couldn’t hear it at the Tractor Supply!  We could hear it just fine. We figured that Peter was blocked by a couple of hills.  This went on for a while.  See 10:43 AM.  Ah, the FOX is now working fine, don’t have worry about it anymore, right? !
The FOX kept going off the air. The FOX HT kept falling over and pulling a wire off.  After setting it back upright and getting it going again, it would work until I walked back across the Church property and sat down.  Then it would go off the air again!  At least a half a dozen times!  Also, about half way through the hunt the FOX went dead, the 6 AH battery only lasted 1 hour, should’ve been 6 to 7 hours (10:51). 
This FOX was located off Hwy. 638, at Macedonia United Methodist Church.

GPS said: 37 degrees and 07.951 seconds N


       84 degrees and 02.876 seconds W


       1290 feet amsl
The following was transcribed from the traffic on 146.610:
10:00  Stanley announced on .61, that the FOX was turned on.
10:07
FOX finally On, high power, 1 Watt, gain antenna !
10:08
Stanley announced that “the FOX is Barking”.

10:12
Heard someone talking about the FOX.
10:15
Peter, KJ4ND,  can’t hear FOX.
10:18
Peter said, “We are going to move to a different spot”.

10:25
Peewee, KF4ZUX, said that he was listening.
10:43
Peewee & Peter said that they could hear the FOX.

10:44
Peewee thinks it is getting a little weaker.    (Uh-oh)

10:47
Noisy signal, Peter?
10:49
Peewee to Peter, “I couldn’t understand you.”
10:51
Changed FOX battery cause it died!
11:03
Somebody is here, it’s Peewee and four more guys!!!
11:04
Peewee tried to get me to tell him where the FOX was located!
11:09
The FOX is FOUND! by Tony, KI4VMN, Peewee, Dallas, KI4VMP and Chris, KI4VMQ.

11:15
Where is Peter? Clay County? Jackson County?
11:25
Peter is here!
11:30
Peter FOUND it!
We had a real good discussion about antennas, other foxhunts, signal propagation and electro-magnetic coupling !
GOD Bless

Jim, Fox, FOX, N4ICU, Stealthy FOX being too quiet, intermittent FOX ! 
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FOX trying to hide at the base of a big tree.
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Stanley, KD4ERF, Co-Fox.
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Big Tree in center of picture, FOX behind it.
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Notice that the FOX was first found by the hound’s boys !!!
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Peter on the trail of the Intermittent FOX.
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Peter finds FOX.
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A bunch of Happy Hunters, or a Hound Family Portrait.
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Jim, Fox, with Intermittent FOX.

